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PSAITLM xiv, Vera. 


The Fool hath ſaid in his Heart, there it 
a no God, | 


N this Place, the Pſalmiſt repreſents to us the Riſe 
of Atheiſm, and reſolves it into its natural Cauſes 
and Principles, The Fool hath ſaid in his Heart. 

This Sin was then in its Infancy and Tender Ape, 
it was to be nursd and train d up by Degrees, till it 
came to its full Growth and Perfection. It had made a Shift 
to inſinuate itſelf into the Deſires and Affections of ſome 
looſe, profligate People, where it lay ſnug and cloſe, with- 
out daring to venture out into open Light: The World 
was not yet prepar'd for its Reception, and the Notions of 

a God and Providence were ſo freſh in Mens Minds, that 

| Inſtead of Atheiſm, the oppoſite Vices of Idolatry and Po- 

lytheiſm were the faſhionable Sins; and that Age was fo 
little ſatisfy d with having no God to worſhip, that it could 
not be content without a Multitude : There was not yet 
any Sett of Wits and Philoſophers to adorn and poliſh this 
Doctrine; there wanted alſo the Men of Power and Quali- 
lity to countenance and ſupport it ; theſe were Improve- 
ments reſery'd for theſe latter Days, in which, nothing ought 
to appear ſtrange to us, but. an honeſt, brave Man, who 
has the Courage to own the Duty he owes to his Creator, 
in the Face of à perverſe, Atheiſtical Generation, and that he 
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4: 5 A SERMON 
owes his Prince amidſt all the Clamors of Faction and 
Sedition. 1 


In the following Words, the Pſalmiſt points at the true 
Cauſe of this Sin, in the Character he gives us of the Au- 
thors and Abettors of it; he tells us, they were Men of 
corrupt Lives, abominable in their Doings, there was not 
one of 'em that did any Good, no not one. 


Where Men have given themſelves up to be ſway'd by 
their Paſſions, and infatuated by their Luſts, where they 
have made a League with Sin, and are reſolvd to enjoy 
the Pleaſures of it at any Rate, and vet find they cannot go 
ſmoothly on in their evil Ways, without frequent Inter- | 
ruptions from their own Conſciences, and thoſe awful Ap- 
prehenſions they lie under, of a Divine Power and Venge- 
ance, What Wonder is it if they try all ways to ſilence the 
One, and extinguiſh the other? If they take up an inve- 
terate Prejudice againſt Religion, and pick Quarrels with 
the Authors of it, for Jaying ſuch hard Reſtraints upon theic 
fondeſt Inclinations, and reſolve, by any Means, to get rid 
of ſuch troubleſome Company; ſuch Mens Underſtand- 
ings are b ib'd by their Affections, they are retain d on one 
ſide the Queſtion, and become partial in the Cauſe; and, 
what Wonder is it if they pronounce a wrong Sentence, 
and declare poſitively there is no. God, when they have 
made it their Intereſt there ſhould be none? Nothing 
morc natural than for Men to believe according to thcir 
Wiſhes and Deſires, and ſince theſe Men cannot forbcar 


Wiſhing, as the Caſe ſtands with them, that there was no th 
God to obſerve and puniih their Impieties, a very ſmall ſu 
matter will ſerve to bend their Judgments on that ſide, as 

E 


_ every trifling Objection confirms them in their Inſi- 
elity, _ , 


Haying 
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Having given this Account of the Riſe and the Cauſes 
of this Sin, the Pſalmilt forgets not to give its due Cha- 
racter, and diſtinguiſh it by a Mark of Infamy it very 
well deſerv'd, that of Folly; The Fool hath ſaid in bis 


| Heart. And indeed, if it be an Inſtance of extreme Folly 


to deprive Mankind of the beſt Comforts of human Life, 
and ſuch only are they that derive from Religion, and the 
fyourable Providence of a Wiſe and Good God; and on 
the contrary, to expoſe Men to all the Caſualties and Mi(- 
forrunes of this World, without any imaginable Support, 


or proſpect of Relief. 


If it be an Inſtance of down - right Stupidity, to looſen 
the Bonds, and diſſolve the Obligations of Society, and 


thereby to deprive Men of all the Advantages that may 


be had from mutual Aſſiſtance and Converſe, and make 
it more deſireable for Men to live ſeparate and apart from 
each other, than in a ſocial State and Condition. If ir 
be the higheſt pitch of Frenzy and Madncls, to provoke 
an Omnipotent Power, to arm againſt us an infinite Ju- 
ſtice, to run the Hazard of being eternally Miſerable, and 
all for the ſake of ſome poor, empty, periſhinz Satisfacti- 


ons of this Life, and all this the Ath:ift does infallibly ex- 


poſe himſelf to, unleſs he could be certain that there is 
ſuch Thing as a God, which tis impoſſible he ſhould 


If all theſe are Inſtances of extreme Folly, then A- 
theiſm muſt have the preheminence of all unreaſonable Po- 
ſitions, and ſtand foremoſt in the Catalogue of ſuch Things 
as debaſe the Dignity of the human Nature, and vilify the 
Honour of rational Beings. © | 


This 


„oe 


This is what I defign'd to ſhew from theſe Words, and 
ſhall endeavour to make good in the following Diſcourſe, 
viz. The great Unreaſonableneſs of this Sin of Atheiſn, 
which will appear evidently in theſe few Particulars. 


Firſt. 77 1 conſider it with Relation to the common 
Concerns of human Life, © 


_ Secondly. With Reſpect to Civil Society. 


Laſtly. With Regard to the next World, and th: 
different States and Conditions of Men ther. 


J. Let us confider and take a View of the common, 


ordinary Concerns of human Life, and if it be an In- T. 
ſtance of extreme Folly to deprive Men of all the Com- whic 
forts they ſtand in need of in this World, and to expoſe ſoev« 
them to all manner of Caſualties and Misfortunes, with- does 
out any imaginable Support, or proſpect of Relief, then gers 
is Atheiſm the very Height of Folly. X nto 
| are 
'Tis Evident to any Man, that is throughly acquainted wret 
with his own Abilities, that none of us are ſufficient of our- and 
{elves for all the Purpoſes of Life, we have neither Wiſdom 
cnough to contrive, nor Power enough to fix and ſecure our 1 
own Happineſs, bur Fortunes are not ſafe in our own wer. 
Cuſtody, and in ſhort, we can make ſure of Nothing; a us 1 
thouſand Accidents there are in Nature, whereof we have rely 
not the leaſt Knowledge or Suſpicion, which mark our wha 
Steps every Minute, as the Eagle hoyers over his Prey, and miſt 
tis in the Power of any of *em to deſtroy us, and lay us up Tin 
with our Fore-Fathers ; as many Caſualties threaten our apa 
Poſſeſſions, which in an Inſtant, can reduce us 0gorhing, tua 
| | an our 
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and ſtrip us as naked as we came into the World: There is 
nothing ſo contemptible here below, but what may prove 
the Inſtrument of our Ruin: A Swarm of Flies can turn a 
Land, fruitful as Egypt, into a deſolate Wilderneſs ; a Flaſh 
of Lightning, or a Blaſt of Wind, or a Torrent of Water, 
can ſcatter the Hopes of the Husbandman in a Moment; 
ſo that we ſtand encompaſs d with Misfortunes on all Hands, 
and Dangers threaten us from every Quarter, and Ruin and 
Deſtruction are in all our ways; and that which makes our 
Circumſtances ſtill worſe, there is ſomething within us, that 
inſtead of relieving us under any Affliction, is very apt to 
heighten and aggravate the Miſchiefs that ariſe from Cauſes 
without us. | 


There is an active working Principle in our Natures, 
which we all know and feel by Experience, by what Name 
ſoever the Atheiſt may dillinguilh it, that can and often 
does anticipate future Evils, and makes the remoteſt Dan- 


gers preſent to us, that can magnity every light Affliction 


into an inſupportable Burden; nay, our Imaginations 
are apt to create Misfortunes, and ſome Men are as 
wretched in Fancy and Opinion, as others are in Reality 


and Truth. 


Thus it is with us, whilſt we are in this World, and 
were there no God above to watch over us, and conduct 
us in all our ways, on whole Providence we couid ſafely 
iy, and into whoſe Boſom we could unload all our Cares, 
what a wretched, forlorn Condition were we in? How 
miſerable muſt our Caſe be here on Earth, when our hole 
Time muſt be ſpent in continual Guarding and' Fencing 
againſt evil Accidents, and Life is nothing bur a perpe- 
tual Fluctuation amongſt uneaſy, tormenting Paſſions, and 


our whole Courſe is upon the Billows of a tempeſtuaus: 
World, 
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World, without any Port in View, but that of Death, ot 
any retreat for our reſtleſs, labouring Minds, but the Land 
of Darkneſs, where all things are forgotten 2 What wiſz 
Man would value Life upon theſe Terms? and even, What 
Atheiſt is there, that upon a ſerious Reffexion on theſe 
Things, would not wiſh to be reſolvd into his native 
Elements, and ſleep for ever with thoſe inſenfible Par. 
ticles of Matter from whence he fancies he had his firſt 
Original? | 


But, on the other hand, if we ſappoſe an All-wiſc 
God at the Helm, ſteering this mighty Veſſel, not only 
with great Knowledge and Underſtanding, bur alſo with a 
great Regard to all that are embarkt in it, whoſe Wiſdom 
enables him to ſee what is neceſſary for us, and whoſe 
Goodneſs enclines him to take particular Care of us, and 
whole Power can never be at a loſs to reduce his Wiſe 
and Gracious Reſolutions into Acts, and who alſo has a 
more immediate concern for all ſuch as own his Govern- 
ment, and obey his Orders, and rely upon his Conduct, 
and who can never be wanting to us, unleſs we are want- 
ing to ourſelves, or to our Duty? Under this Light, how I 
loon does the dark Scene clear up, and all our melancho- 
lick Apprehenſions vaniſh as a Cloud, and what Streams 
of Comfort and Refreſhment flow in upon us, from this 
vaſt Occan of Wiſdom and Goodneſs? 


When we are once aſſur'd, that nothing befals us in this 
World, without the Order or Permiſſion of a Wiſe and 
Good God, and that whatſoever comes from Him, is de- 
ſignd for our Advantage, if we quietly ſubmit to his 
Methods, that the ſame Hand which drew Light out of 
Darkneſs, and Order from Confuſion, can alſo cauſe Plea- 


lures to ſpring out of Pain, and extract Sovereign * 
| ies 
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dies from the worſt of Poyſons, that he can, and will 
turn all to good Iſſue in His own due Time, and convert 
the very Groans of our Hearts into Magnific:ts and Songs 
of Praiſe? How will ſuch Conſiderations compoſe our 
Thoughts, and ſuperſede our Cares, and allay all rhe 
Tempeſts of our Minds, and make us triumph under the 
happy Adminiſtration of that Sovereign Power ( whatſo- 
ever the Portion be, that is allotred us in this Life. ) 


With theſe Ail:ftances, good Men have ever defir'd the 
ſharpeſt Afflictions, laught at the witty Inventions of the 
blood ieſt Perſecutors, and have embrac'd Flames and Gib- 
bets With inexpreſſible Satisfaction. 


And ſince it is ſo much the Intcreſt of Mankind, that 
there ſhould be a God to govern the World, What wiſe 
Man would ever defire to have him excluded our of it, 
and thereby ſubject himſelf to a ſullen, inexorable Fate, 
to blind irregular Chance, to the ſpiteful Influence of his 
Stars, to the reſtleſs Paſſions of ill Men, the Pride, the 
Coyetouſneſs, the Oppreſſion of every one that had bur 
Power enough to put his wicked Purpoſes in Execution? 
What reaſonable Man would be content to truckle to all 
this Slavery, were it in his Choice to avoid it? How 
miſerable would the State of Men be, had they nothing 
to truſt to, but themſelves, were there nothing above to 
make their Complaints to, and implore Succour from in a 
Time of Diſtreſs; bur in every Extremity that happen d, 
they were ſure to undergo all the Burden of it, without 
my hopes of Eaſe or proſpect of Deliverance 2 The con- 
ant Jealouſies and Apprehenſions, that ſuch Men muſt 
have of the numberleſs Evils that are before em, would 
bur all the Pleaſures of Life, and make even Life itſelf an 
tolerable Burden, 


B And 
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And how much better is it for us that there is a God in 1 
Heaven, who preſides over all the Affairs of this lower Soc 
World, in whoſe Hand are all ſecond Cauſes, and he whi 
regulates their Force at his Pleaſure; to whom Fortune 
and Chance are inſignificant Names, ſince nothing can 
happen without his Order; whole Hands are not bound 
up, by any fatal Decrees from Aſſiſting thoſe that fly to 
him, and who laughs at the Projects of ambitious and vio- 
lent Men, and ſcatters all their Deſigns with a Blaſt of 
his Mouth? How eaſie and ſecure may we be under the 
Government of this wiſe and merciful Being, if we wil 
ourſelyes? Since all our Circumſtances lie open to him, 
and to his Eye, the ſecret Groans of our Hearts are as 
plain as the Sun at Noon-day, ſince he can deliver in the 
greateſt Exigencies, and when all human Means contra 
dict our Hopes, and his Concern for all that truſt in 
Him is ſo great, that they may be confident; either to 
eſcape the Evils'that threaten em, or, at leaſt, to find al: 
and Comfort under em, and after a ſhort Trial of thcir 
Virtues, a happy Deliverance out of all. 


II. Let us conſider this Sin with Reſpect to Civil 
Society; and if it be an Inſtance of down-right Stupi- 
dity to looſen the Bonds, and diſſolve the Obligations of 
that, and thereby to deprive Men of all the Advantages 
that may be had from mutual Aſſiſtance, and make it 
more deſireable for Men to live ſeparate and apart from 
each other, than in a ſocial State and Condition, then 


0 * Sin of Atheiſm extreme Folly upon that Account 
alſo. 


a 
\ 


There 
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There are two Things that are the chief Supports of 
Society, which keep it Steady and Regular, and without 
which, it is impoſſible for it to ſubſiſt long. 
* 
The Firſt, is the Union of the Members of it amongſt 
themſelves. | 


The Second, A due Subjection of the inferior Members 
to the Head of the Society, or the Supreme Power. 


But neither of theſe can hold long without Religion, 
and the Belief of a God. 


For the Firſt of theſe; The Union of the Members a- 
mongſt themſelves. Union the very Soul of Society, which 
holds all the Parts of it together, and without which, 
they muſt unayoidab'y ſcatter and diſſolve into Atoms 
and Individuals. And to maintain and preſerve this Union 
of the Members with each other, theſe Things are of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity, that Men be faithful and true to the 
Promiſes and Aſſurances they make to each other, that 
they be juſt and upright in their Dealings and Tranſactions 
with one another, and that every one bear a charitable 
Diſpoſition to all the Members of the Body, and be ready 
to aſſiſt em in all their Neceſſities, to the beſt of his 
Power : Now, though our Reaſon will plainly convince 
us of the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of theſe Things, in order 
to the well-being of Society, yet the Practice of em will 
hardly be enforc'd without Religion, and the Belief of a 
God, Where Men are throughly convinc'd of that, na- 
tural Conſcience will bind 'em to the Performance of 
thoſe Duties; but if there is no ſuch Thing as a God, 
then Conſcience is a meer Cypher, an empty Name with- 
2 our 
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out any Significancy or Authority, and all its Obligations 
ceaſe, and when that is once laid afide, nothing remains 


to direct Men's Actions, but their Intereſt, which will 
be found too weak a Prop for Society to reſt on. 


If we are fully perſuaded, that the whole World, and 
we ourſelves as Parts of it, ſtand indebred to an infinite 
Power and Wildom, for the Being we enjoy, and that 
every Moment of our Lives, we are oblig'd to his good 
Providence for our Preſervation, that the Author of our 
Being defign'd us for mutual Aſſiſtance and Converle in 
our very Original, and to preſerve that, has ſtampt a 
Divine Character upon the Duties of Faith and Truth, 
Equity and Righteouſneſs, Benevolence and Good. Will. 
and has bound theſe Things upon us by the highe!! 
Sanctions in the World, the hopes of his Favour if we 
do what he has enjoin'd, and upon Pain of his utmol! 
Diſpleaſure if we negle it, and that we ſhall one time 
or other, account to the great Law-giver for our whole 
Behaviour in theſe Matters. If we are under this Perſua- 
ſion, our Conſciences will be perpetual! Monitors to us 
of the Duties we owe to each other, and our Hopes and 
Fears will prove never failing Morives to the Perfor- 
mances, and we ſhall hardly venrare to violate the En- 
gagements we have to our Feſlow- Subjects, even tho' they 
Conttadict our Intereſt, and when we run no hazard from 
human Laws and temporal Penalties, by the Breach of 
em. Upon this Foundation, Socicty ſtands firm as a 
Rock, and where theſe Principles are univerſally recciv'd, 
Men tranſact with each other, with the utmoſt Confidence 
and the greateſt Freedom, and can't fail of reaping all 
the Benefits and Advantages of Converſation. But take 
away the Belief of a God, and the Obligations of Con- 
ſcience and Society will diſſolve in Courſe ; for when 

| Mankind 
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Mankind is ated by no other Principle but Intereſt, and 
all Men are intent upon their private Advantages, if it be 
for their Intereſt to fland to their Contracts and Agree- 


ments, no doubt but they will do fo, and when 'tis for 
their Intereſt to break through all their Engagements, no 


| doubt but they will do it; for that being the ruling 
: Principle of their Actions, they will infallibly ſteer their 
t Courſe as they are directed by it; and when Men's 
4 Promiſes and Aſſurances are conſtantly ſacrific'd to 
t their Intcreſts, when Faith and Truth, Juſlice and Inte- 
n prity are univerſally laid aſide, and human Afﬀairs are 
a wholly manag'd by Fraud and Treachery, by Subtilty 
n, and Intrigue, all Truſt and Confidence muſt fail, and all 
l. Men's Breaſts will be fill'd with Jealouſies and Suſpicions 
ſt of each other, and every Man will be upon his Guard 
ve againſt every other Man, and all will be contriving to 
lt niſe their Fortune upon the Ruin of their Nejghbour, and 
ne when Things are at this Paſs, every Man will find it 

ple more deſitable to live apart from thoſe of his own Kind, 

12+ than to truſt himſelf in a falſe, deceitful, and treacherous 

us Converſation ; and ſo that Harmony and Agreement, 

nd which ties the Members of the Body Politick together 

or- being loſt, it muſt neceſſarily diſſolve and come to 

En- uin. bs | 

1ey : 

om 1dly. Nor can the Subjection of the Members to the 

of Head, or the Supreme Power, be ſecur'd without Religion 

s a ad the Belief of a God; where theſe Principles prevail, 

v'd, Wiconſcience alone is ſufficient to preſerve the publick Peace, 


ind to keep Men within due Bounds; but where theſe are 
aid aſide, Intereſt is the only Motive to Obedience, and 
0 long as that holds, no di ubt but Men will be faithful 
on- Wind good Subjects, and when that fails, no doubt but they 
_ vill de as hearty Rebels; for that being the only * 
in | they 
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they are acted by, they will infallibly proteed according 
as they are mov'd by their grand Maxim, and io Subje- 
Qion and Reſiſtance being Things indifferent, any farther 
than as they comply with Mens Intereſls, they will be put 
in Practice juſt as they ſerve thoſe Ends; nor will it ſig- 
nify any thing, that ſuch Men are bound to their Prince 
by Oaths of Allegiance, and 7efts of State, for altho an 
Oath be a very Sacred Thing, and the ſtrongeſt Tye ima- 
ginable, to ſuch as own and fear God, becauſe it's a ſo- 
lemn Appeal to the Searcher of all Hearts, for the Since- 
rity of our intentions, and ſolemn Imprecation of Divine 
Vengeance upon our Heads, if we fail in our Engage- 
ments, | 


Yet, what is all this to an Atheiſt, who diſowns the 
Being of a God, and defies his Vengeance ; with ſuch an 
one, an Oath is only a ridiculous Ceremony, and a for- 
mal Appeal to juſt Nothing; fo that all the Security that 
any Government can have from Men of this Principle is, 
that they will not rebel, ſo long as tis their Intereſt to 
ſit ſtill and be quiet; but when any Thing is to be got by 
it, they will never think it Unlawful, when they find they 
run no Hazard. Where Obedience is grounded upon 
Hopes and Fears of Things temporal only, it will be al— 
ways wavering and unſteady, and hold no longer than 
thoſe Motives laſt * And ſuch as are influenc'd by them, 
without any higher Regards, that are only bound to their 
Prince by an Office and Preferment, or aw'd into their 
Duty by the Axe and the Gibbet, will ſoon let the World 
ſee when their Hopes ace at an end, and their Fears oycr, 
that the ſtrongeſt Obligations upon them were but Straws 
and Cobwebs of little Value, and no Scrength ; ſuch Men 
are good Subjects, ſo long as they are kept in good Hu- 
mor, or oblig'd to .good Order, whether they will or uh 

that 
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that is to ſay, Very humble Servants to their own In— 
tereſt, but nothing elſe : Whereas, on the other hand. 
Conſcience is a fixt and ſteady Principle, and will hold 
in all Contingencics,- and a Loyalty that flows from 
this Fountain, and is fed by this Spring, is always 
clear and untainted ; no Adverſity of the Crown can 
diſcourage it, no Neglects of the Crown can drive ic 
away, it's inſeparably link'd to the Throne, and runs its 


Fortune through all Conditions withour Murmuring or 


Diſpute. 


Where the People conſider their Sovereign; not as a mere 
human Creature, the Work of their own Hands, diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the reſt of the Crowd, only by ſome Marks 
of Royalty of rheir own Invention, bur as che Ordinance 
of God inveſted with a Power from above, and acting by 
Commiſſion from the Supreme Monarch of the World, 
they can't chooſe but look upon his Perſon as Sacred and 
Inviolable: And when they conſider his lawful Com- 
mands, not only as politick Precepts, that reach the out- 
ward Man, but ſuch as are enforc'd allo by a general, 
divine Precept, which reaches the Soul and Conlcience, 
they will not fail to pay them an awful Regard and due 
Obedience; and when they find Submiſlion to his Au— 
thority, enjoyn'd by the Supreme Lawgiver of Men and 
Angels, under Pain of incurring his utmoſt Diſpleaſure, 
and that they ſhall account at the Great Day for this, as 
well as all the other Actions of their Lives, before Him, 
by whom Kings reign, and Princes decrec Juſtice ; that 
Conſideration muſt deter Men from Reſiſtance, where thay 
have not thrown off all Concern of their eycrlaſting 


Welfare. 


Obedience 
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Obedience grounded on ſuch Principles will ſtand Firm 
and Unſhaken, whatſoever happens in the World; no 
ſubtle Pretences, or plauſible Inſinuations can work upon 
it, no Proſpect of any temporal Advantages can make it 
quit its Ground, but it keeps within the Bounds wherein 
the Laws of God and Man have fixt it, and in that is ſure 
of a Reward, if not from temporal, moſt certainly from 
the eternal Juſtice. | 


A due Fear of God, and Senſe of Religion, are ſo ne- 
ceſſary to ſecure publick Peace and Order, that all wile 
Law- wakers have thought it their Intereſt to keep up the 
Credit of theſe Notions in the Minds of Men, that ſo 
they might by all manner of Obligations, Divine and 
Human, engage them to their Duty. When the Polls 
was to be form'd, and the /ſraclites, from a wandring 
People, to become a ſettled Stare, it pleas'd God to 
uſher in his own Laws by very remarkable Demonſitra- 


tions of his Majeſty, with Thunder and Lightning and 


a dreadful Voice, thoſe ſignal Teſtimonics of his Power 
and Greatneſs, to the End, that the manner of their 
Promulgation might make a deeper Impreſſion upon that 
People, and beget in them a juſt Fear of Himſelf, and 
the Miniſters deputed by Him. And the Wiſdom of 
this Method was ſo well underſtood by the Founders 
of ſome Commonwealchs, that Nama at Rome, and Lycur- 
gut ar Sparta pretended familiar Converſation with the 


Gods, and that they had their Laws from an infallible 
Oracle. 1 


If it be ſaid from hence, that a bare Opinion of Re- 
ligion would ſerve the Ends of Government well e— 
nough, and that human Society would be ſufficiently ſe. 


curd 
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cur d by keeping up the Notions of a God and Proyi- 
dence, and a future State, tho really there were no ſuch 
Things. This ſuppoſes that the World could not ſtand 
long, nor Mankind be kept in tolerable Order, without 
the Shadow and Appearance of Religion at leaſt, which 
is a farther Confirmation of what has been ſaid upon 
this Argument; for ſure, if the Mask and Vizard of it 
be- allow'd ſuch an uſeful Inſtrument to Society, its na- 
tive Dreſs and genuine Countenance muſt be more ſo. 
If the Cheat and Impoſture be thought ſuch an excellent 
Expedient, that the wiſeſt States-man does not well know 
how to manage his Deſigns without it, What Wonders 
would it do, were the Truths of it heartily embrac'd, and 
its Dictates cloſely followd? The World would then 
become a deſireable Habitation, and Peace and Order 
would flouriſh without Interruption. Did all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men, apply themſelves induſtriouſly to the 
Duties belonging to their ſeveral Places and Stations, we 
ſhould ſee a kind of Heaven upon Earth, and a loſt a- 


radiſe would be reſtor'd to the Sons of Men. 


And if this be ſo, What Man, in his Wits, would e- 
2 the Cauſe of Atheiſm, which is ſo apparently de- 
ructive of all Society? And what wiſe Government 
would ever countenance that which ſaps the very Foun- 
dation of Government? And how much is it the Inte- 


reſt of Mankind, by all Ways to ſuppreſs and bear down 
a Principle ſo fatal to their Peace and. Happineſs in all 
ReſpeRs, and which if it be cloſely purſu d, muſt throw 


the World into Diſorder and Confuſion ? 


Lifth, If it be the higheſt Pitch of Frenzy and Mad- 
neſs, to provoke an (Toto Power, to arm againſt 


us an Infinite Juſtice, to run the Hazard of being eter. or Re 
nally miſerable; and all for the ſake of ſome poor, empty, 
periſhing Satisfactions of this Life, and all this the 4rh-;7 
does infallibly expoſe himſelf to, unleſs he is certain that 
there is no fach Thing as a God, which tis impoſſible 
he ſhould be, then Aibeiſm truly deſerygs that Cha. 
One would think, before any Man ventur'd to pro- 
claim open War with Heaven, he ſhould be upon ſute 
Grounds that there is no God, at caſt, have very ſtrong 
Probabilities on his Side, ſince, if ic ſhould happen that 
there is a God after all, What is he to expect, rhat has 
treated his glorious Majeſty with the utmoſt Inſolence, 
that has trampled on his Laws with Scorn and Contempt, 
and done all that lay in his Power to banter him out of 
his Government, and laugh him out of his very Being 
What can ſuch a daring, impudent Sinner look for, but 
ſome deeper Hell, and more intoletable Vengeance than 
what is reſery'd for all other Tranſgreſſors? Before a Man 
attempted to run ſuch a Riſque as this, one would think 
he ſhould have very convincing Proofs, at leaſt, very pro- 
bable Arguments to ſupport his Opinion; but here che 
Atbeiſt is at a Loſs, the Poſition he advances is this, 
There is no Ged ; if you demand his Proofs, all that they 
amount to is this; That tis poſſible the World might be 
thrown into this Order at firſt by a caſual Motion, and 
rencounter of ſome ſmall Particles of Matters, and ſo 
Things might be as they are without an infinitely wiſe 
Agent to range them into this Order, and being once 
caſt into this Frame, they might poſſibly by ſome Laws 
of Motion preſerye themſelves without the Aſſiſtance 
of ſuch an Agent, that is to ſay, Ferhaps there is 10 
God. Now, What Man that has but one Grain of Senſe 


O 
5 


- 
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or Reaſon would venture all that is conſiderable up- 
on a bare venture, or run the Hazard of being 
damn d for ever, becauſe, perhaps there may be no other 
World for him to be damn'd in, or no God to inllict the 
Sentence. | : 


Indeed, did the Notion of a God imply a Contradi- 
Aion, ſomething might be ſaid in Favour of A41h:iſm, but 
that it does not; for all that we mean by a God, is a 
Being endud with all poſlible Perfections, and what Con- 
tradition is there in that? And to affirm it impollible 
that there ſhould. be a Being that has all poſſible Perfe- 
ctions may pals with ſome refind philoſophical Wits for 
ſtrong Reaſon, but with all other Men it will paſs for 
rank Nonſenle. 


But admitting the Caſe of Atheiſm not ſo bad as tis 
here repreſented; let us ſuppoſe at preſent the Being of 


a God to be as diſputable as any Queſtion in Philoſophy, 


that the Arguments for and againſt it were of equal 
Force, and there was nothing to encline our Aſſent one 
way or other; let us ſee who runs the greateſt Hazard 
upon theſe Terms, he that owns or he that denies a God, 
and which ought to be accounted the wiſeſt Man. 


He therefore that owns a God and Religion, is ob- 
lig d by his Principles ro oppoſe and ſubdue the ſenſitive 
Part of his Nature, to offer Violence to thoſe carnal Luſts 
and brutal Inclinations that plead ſtrongly for their Satiſ- 
faction, and to ſpend his Days in a Courſe of regular De- 
votion, in frequent Acts of Repentance and Mortification, 
in the Duties of Meekneſs and Patience, Humility, Selt- 
denial and ſuch like, and in this Way he muſt expect to 
draw upon himſelf the Cenſure of the World, and the 
l C 2 ö Reflexions 
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Reflexions of ill Men, and the Malice of evil Spirits. 
and to balance theſe Difficulties, Religion affords him 
theſe Bleſſings at preſent, a compos'd Spirit, a quiet Con- 
ſcience, a healthy Conſtitution for the moſt Part, an ho- 
nourable Fame, and very often a happy and proſperous 
Fortune. And when this Man comes to die, if he chance 
to be miſtaken, his Caſe is no more than that of the 
Atheiſt, his Error dies with him, and there is no body to 
reproach him with it, but if he happen to be in the Right, 
and after Death ſhall find all his former Expectations an- 
ſwer'd, a Juſt and a Good God, with open Arms ready to 
receive him, and a Heaven of Bliſs and Glory provided 
for his eternal Abode, then is his Condition happy beyond 
all Thought and Expreſſion. 3 
; * 

On the other hand, the 4theift reſolves to gratify every 
craving Appetite, to humor all the importunate Inclina- 
tions of his Soul, and take his Fill of all the Pleaſures 
and Diverſions this World affords, and he hugs himſelf 
in the Choice he has made, and yet for all his fancy'd 
Happineſs at preſent, his Life is encumbred with a Thou- 
ſand ill Circumſtances,” a diſorder d Spirit, a crazy Body, 
ſcandalous Name, and broken Fortune being the uſual 
Fruits of Extravagancy and Debauchery : And when he 
comes to die, if he chance to -be miſtaken, and ſhould, 
contrary to his Expectations, meet an angry God, and re- 
vengeful Devils, and a Hell of endleſs inſupportable Tor- 
ments to receive him, he is loſt for ever, and this Condi- 
tion is the moſt deplorably wretched and unfortunate. 


So- that upon the whole, a good Man ventures little or 
nothing, ſince Religion makes him a very fair Recom- 
pence, even in this Life, for all 'the Difficulties ir puts 
him to, and if there be another State after this, 8 
acknow- 


acknowledge that he is abundantly over- paid. But the 


Atheiſt runs the moſt deſperate Hazard, ventures upon 


dions of this Liſe, and thoſe alſo mixt and adulterated 


and conſequently, which of theſe ought to be accounted 
the wiſeſt Man, will be no hard Matter to determine. 


din, and have endeavour'd to convince you of the ſatal 
Influence it has upon the common Intereſts of this Life, 
and more eſpecially upon thoſe great and important Con- 
— of the next, I ſhall now cloſe up all in a few 
Words. 2 


| What progrefs the Sin of Atheiſm has made in this Ape, 


ry 

na- is too plain not to be taken Notice of by every one 
res that has made any Remarks in the World. Davids Fool 
elf was a very modeſt Sinner in reſpect of ours; He ſaid 


in his Heart there is no God; he wiſhd well to the Cauſc, 
but durſt not ſpeak out, Shame tied up his Tongue, and 
he was afraid to own an Opinion that contradicted both 
the common Senſe, and the common Intereſt of Mankind. 
But the Fools of this Age are not to be kept within theſe 
Bounds, they have added Impudence to Impiety, and dare 
maintain their Principle in the Face of the Sun, and in 
Defiance to Authority ; they have form'd themſelves into 
a Society, and tis as much the Trade now to proſelyte 
Men to Atheiſm, as to ſeduce em to any other Sect or 
Party whatſoever; nor is it any News to hear ſuch Men 
juſtify their Blaſphemies upon all Occaſions, to bear 
down every thing in Religion, reveal'd or natural, and 
by the moſt horrid Proyocations, even to challenge Heaven 
o aſſert it's own Right. AR 
| n 


2 x 
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with ſome of the unhappieſt Circumſtances in this World 


Thus far I have laid open rhe Unceaſonableneſs of this 


"P 3% 


eternal Damnation for the fake of a few ſhort -Satisfa- 
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And ſheuld the Almighty fit Qill, and not. reſent the 
Affront oſſer d to himſelf, by ſome remarkable Inſtance of 
his- Juſtice, yet it will be every private Man's concern to 
oppoſe that which is ſo prejudicial to the peace and wel- 
fare of Mankind, and more eſpecially, it will concern 
thoſe in Power Eecleſiaſtical or Civil, by all Means to 
diſcourage and ſupprels a Sin that aims at the Diſſolution 
of all Government. | 1 


The Church, no doubt, has an Authority in theſe Mat- 
ters, and that a very awful one, were it duly conſiderd; 
did Men but rightly underſtand the Power ſhe is entruſted 
with, and by whom, what it is to be bound by her Diſci- 
pline, and cut off from the viſible Communion of Saints, 

and what effect her Proceedings now will have upon the 
Brea, Things of the other World, they could not ſet fo 
ighe by her as they do, nor {o- raſhly provoke her 

Diſpleaſure. or Toon 7 5000 


But alas, this Age is 0 harden d in Wickedneſs, and 
Men are ſo generally unconcetu d in the Intereſts of their 
denn that the Cenſures of the Church ſignify very little 

with em. 1 | 


1 hope we do all in our ſeveral Stations, take Care to 
diſcharge that Duty our Office lays upon us, and by all 
manner of Arguments, cndeayour the yuppreſlion of Vice, 
and by our Actions convince the World that we believe 


the Things we ſpeak. And God be thanked our Labours 
are not without Effect, upon the more ſober and intelli- 
gent Part of Men. Nag nt 59 


But 
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But then there is a ſort of ſtubborn, intractable Sinners; P 


he 

of whom nothing can bend, but a vigorous Execution of 
to the Laws ; and here the Aſſiſtance of the Civil-Magiſtrate 
el- is abſolutely neceſſary. He bears the Sword, and maß 


he not bear it in vain, but draw it in Defence of in- 
jur'd Virtue, and to the utter Extirpation of all Atheiſm, 
Impiety and Diſſoluteneſs of Manners that ſo viſibly en- 
creaſe among us. This is a Work worthy of all the 
Zeal and Induſtry that can be laid out upon it, and 
will abundantly Recompence the Inſtruments employ'd in 

ir. This will eſtabliſh the Throne, and ſettle the Go- 


d; 

ed yernment in a laſting Peace; this will remove the Eyils 
Ci- we lie under at preſent, and prevent thoſe we have rea- 
ts, ſon to be afraid of, this will reconcile us to that good 
he Providence, under whoſe Protection we need not fear 


the combin'd Force and Malice of our worſt Enemies. 


And that we may all in our ſeveral Places and Call- 
ings, contribute our utmoſt Endeayours to ſo good a 


nd Work, that ſo:we. may enjoy the Fruits of it ourſelyes, 
ir and derive - the happy Effects of it to many ſucceeding 
tle Generations een 

God of his infinite Mercy grant, &. © 
to | | 
all 
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